
Civicus – Civil Society Index - Macedonian Center for International Cooperation

One of the long-term goals of MCIC is deeply rooted and dynamic civil society with influence on
the public policy making. In order to achieve this, MCIC is focusing on the institutional
development of the civil society. Besides the creation of enabling environment for the civil
society organizations (CSOs), developing the communication and cooperation among CSOs
and their values, MCIC also assess the civil society and the societal responsibility of citizens.

  

The Civil Society Index (CSI) is an established way of surveying and assessing the state of the
civil society. In 2008, MCIC applied at the open call of the Civicus - World Alliance for Citizen
Participation to be a national coordinating organisation and was selected for the second time to
coordinate and implement Civicus – Civil Society Index in the Republic of Macedonia. CSI
methodology is designed to analyze 65 indicators and measure the following five core
dimensions: Civic Engagement;
Level of Organization; Practice of Values; Perceived Impact and External environment
. These indicators are analyzed through public survey on a national representative sample,
survey of the CSOs, in depth-interviews with stakeholders, case studies and various debates
among different actors in the society.

  

The overall objective of the project is strengthened civil society, improved sustainability and
participation in the positive societal changes. The project purpose is to
gather and share useful and relevant information on the state of civil society. The 
target group
is the general public, CSOs, state institutions, media and business sector. 
Direct beneficiaries
are over 6,000 civil society organizations, trade unions, religious communities, employers’
organizations and chambers of commerce. The project will be implemented in the Republic of
Macedonia, while most of the activities will be realized in Skopje.

  

Expected results of the project are: the relevant factors are informed on the state of CSOs in
Macedonia; organized forums for exchange of knowledge on CSOs; defined recommendations
for strengthening the CSOs and strengthened capacity for surveying of the participants in the
project.

  

The project activities will be realized through:

    
    1. Informing the relevant factors on the state of CSOs: survey of the civil society
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organizations (organizational survey); external perceptions survey; population survey; civil
society diamond; preparation of case studies; data analysis; preparation of draft report and
policy summary; and promotion and distribution of CSI products.
 
    2. Organizing forums for exchange of knowledge on CSOs: meetings of the Advisory
Committee; regional focus group meetings and national workshop.
 
    3. Defining recommendations for strengthening the CSOs: defining conclusions and
recommendations by National Index team; and reviewing and validating the conclusions and the
recommendations.   
    4. Strengthened capacity for surveying of the participants in the project: strengthening
the research capacity of MCIC staff and improving the capacities for analysis and public debate
on civil society.
 

  

Implementation period: September 1, 2009 – July 30, 2010.

  

The project enables and requires inclusion of several actors from different sectors. Over
100 representatives of the civil society organizations, governmental institutions, Parliament,
local government, media, universities, churches and faith communities, trade unions, political
parties, enterprises, chambers of commerce and others will participate in the project.

  

The Civil Society Index findings are useful for drafting future researches and surveys of the
public opinion on the civil society, strengths and weaknesses of the CSOs, legal and fiscal
environment for functioning of CSOs, etc. The added value of the CSI is active participation of
various actors of the society, which would allow establishment of contacts between different
sectors, but also starting and improving the communication and cooperation.

  

The project costs will be covered by the program Institutional Development of the Civil Society.
The foreseen direct costs amount to 930,000 MKD. The project is funded by EED, UNDP and
MCIC.

  

{slide=Members of the Advisory Committee}
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 Civil Society Organizations 

    
    1. Behixhudin Shehapi – President, Humanitarian Organization El Hilal   
    2. Darko Aleksov - Executive Director, MOST.   
    3. Dojchin Cvetanovski – President, Trade Union of Education, Science and Culture.   
    4. Elena Nikolova - Executive Director, Erasmus – Student Network.   
    5. Gazmend Ajdini – Executive Director of the Center for the Development of the Media and
Secretary General of the Association of the Journalists of Macedonia.   
    6. Jana Lozanovska – Director of the Division for Applied Policy Research of the
Euro-Balkan Institute   
    7. Mirjana Najchevska – Director, Center for Human Rights and Conflict Resolution.   
    8. Muhamed Tochi – Coordinator of the Sector, Humanitarian and Charity Roma Association
Mesechina.   
    9. Rizvan Sulejmani – Director of the Institute for Political and Inter-Cultural Studies   
    10. Suncica Kostovska – Program Director for Civil Society, Foundation Open Society
Institute Macedonia   
    11. Zvonko Shavreski – President, Polio Plus – Movement against Hendicap

Other  
    12. Aleksandar Nikolovski – Member of the Parliament   
    13. Elisaveta Simjanovska – Manager for Public Relations and Corporative Identity of the
Securicom.   
    14. Irena Ivanova – Delegation of European Commission   
    15. Liljana Popovska – Member of the Parliament   
    16. Radmila Sekerinska  – Member of the Parliament   
    17. Slagjana Dimishkovska – Journalist at Vecer/ Lecturer at Faculty of Law (University of
"St. Cyril and Methodius")   
    18. Sonja Trajanoska –Stefanovska – United Nations Development Program (UNDP)   
    19. Zumrete Jakupi – Member of the Parliament   
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